FIRST УЕЛ ISSUE! 











ELLEN GREYSON STOOD BESIDE HER HUSBAND, DAVID, IN THE NURSERY OF THEIR COMFORTABLE COLONY HOME AND 
SMILED DOWN AT THE GRINNING FRECKLED FACE OF THEIR TEN YEAR OLD SON. THEN SHE BENT AND KISSED HIS 
SHOCK OF SANDY HAIR, TENDERLY FLUFFED THE PILLOW BEHIND HIS HEAD, AND TUCKED UP THE BLANKETS WARMLY 
AROUND HIS THIN NECK. AND AS SHE DID THIS, ELLEN THOUGHT OF HOW LONG THIS NURSERY HAD BEEN EMP7Y.. 
HOW MANY YEARS IT HAD WAITED SILENTLY... AND SHE THOUGHT OF ALL OF THE OTHER MOTHERS IN THE 
COLONY WHO,PROBABLY AT THIS VERY MOMENT, WERE TUCKING 7HE/# CHILDREN INTO BEDS IN NURSERIES THAT 
HAD STOOD EMPTY FOR YEARS, WAITING, AND SHE SMILED AND SAID... 


6000 NIGHT, RICHIE. SLEEP GOOD G'NIGHT, MOM... POP. 
WELL, IT's 6000 то HAVE YOU ) MIGHT, IT'S GOOD TO BE HOME. 
HOME. SON. 


т € 


ELLEN SIGHED AND TURNED TO LEAVE. AS SHE FLICKED | SHE STOOD THERE IN THE DEHUMIDIFIED AIR-CONDI- 
OFF THE NURSERY LIGHT, SHE HESITATED, LISTENING TO ТІОМЕР ATMOSPHERE OF THE NURSERY, STARING AT THE 
HER RETURNED SONS HEAVY BREATHING. DAVID WHIS- | DARK SILHOUETTE OF HER SON. DAVID'S HAND STOLE 
РЕВЕО,.. INTO HERS. SHE SHRUGGED... 
COME, DEAREST. : I GUESS WE'RE 
HE'S ASLEEP. me LUCKIER THAN 
5 MOST, DAVID ы 





SUDDENLY THE YEARS SWEPT AWAY 
BEFORE ELLEN'S TEAR-FILLED 
EYES... SO МАМИ YEARS, LIKE 
LEAVES FALLING FROM A TREE... 
AWAY... INTO THE PAST...AND THE 
TREE WAS A GRACEFUL ROCKET-SHIP. 


SHE'D СОМЕ HERE ON THAT ROCKET 
SO LONG AGO AS A BRIDE... SHE 
AND DAVIC.., NEWLYWEDS... YOUNG 
COLONISTS.,, SEARCHING FOR A 
NEW BEGINNING... 


WELL, FOLKS. 


SHED LOOKED AT THE DISTANT ROLLING 
TÉRRAIN OF THE NEW PLANET, THE 
GREENERY AND BUBBLING STREAMS, 
AND HER HEART HAD THROBBED WITH 
THE EXCITEMENT OF DIS 


ROARING TO THE SURFACE OF THIS 


FAR-AWAY PLANET... NEW WASHING- 


TON... COLONY 
409 OF THE 


> t et 

THE CARGO HAD BEEN UNLOADED AND THE SHIP HAD TAKEN 
OFF FOR THE TRIP BACK TO EARTH. IT WOULD NOT 
RETURN FOR FIFTEEN YEARS. THEY WERE THERE FOR 
GOOD...OUT OF CONTACT WITH EARTH. THEN FOLLOWED 
A WONDERFUL PERIOD OF CREATION...OF BUILDING A 
SETTLEMENT. SOLAR HOMES, OFFICES, AND FACTORIES 
ROSE UP FROM THE RICH TERRAIN, DOTTING THE ALIEN 
LANDSCAPE WITH A MODERN PLANNED COMMUNITY. 


THIS WILL BE OUR it's LOVELY 
HOME, DARLING! 


= 


AND ELLEN REMEMBERED FINALLY MOVING INTO THEIR 
NEW HOME... AND THE NIGHT SHE TOLD DAVID THE NEWS... 


YOU'RE GOING TO BE A ELLEN! ARE YOU 
FATHER, DEAR. SURE? 


OH, DAVID, 


HERE WE ARES / LOOK. ISN'T 
ІТ BREATH- 
TAKING? 


THEY'D STOOD IN THE UNFINISHED NURSERY OF THEIR 
ALMOST COMPLETE COLONY HOUSE, AND SHE'D CRIED 
SOFTLY... 


COME, COME, HONEY f 
МО TEARS. IF YOURE 
HAPPY... LET'S SEE 


A WONDERFUL DREAM. 
гм SO HAPPY... 


UH-HUHf I SAW THE 200707 
TODAY. НЕ SAID I'M THE F/AST._ 


/MAGINE. OUR 
BABY WILL BE THE 
FIRST CHILD BORN 








ELLEN REMEMBERED THOSE SEEMINGLY UNENDING 
MONTHS OF WAITING TILL THE BABY CAME... FINALLY 


AND 


RUSHING TO THE NEW MATERNITY HOSPITAL 
NERVOUS DAVID STAMMERING LOUDLY... 
Мү WIFE...SHE...IT'S TIME 
I... YOU... CALL DOCTOR 
GARDENS TELL HIM 
MRS. GREYSON 15 

- QUICKLY... 


— y 


jb ЖА 
das 


Ано ELLEN REMEMBERED DAVID 





BENDING OVER HER AND KISSING 
НЕН... 


PLEASE. YM 
ALL RIGHT... 





AND THEN, AWAKING THE NEXT 
MORNING AND ASKING... 


NURSE, MAY I 


AND THEN BEING WHEELED IN, WHILE DAVID PACED THE 
WAITING-ROOM FLOOR...AND GRITTING HER TEETH AND 
CLENCHING HER FISTS...STARING UP AT THE DELIVERY 


ROOM LIGHTS UNTIL THE LUSTY CRY ECHOED OFF THE 
TILE WALLS... 


(OU HAVE A SON, MRS. 
GREYSON. 


ELLEN REMEMBERED THE DOCTOR'S 
MASK-LIKE FACE AS HE ANNOUNCED... 
THE BOARD HAS DECIDED 
TO INSTITUTE A WEW 
SYSTEM OF INFANT - 
CARE, MRS. GREYSON. 


YOU'LL HAVE TO 
WAIT TILL DOCTOR 
GARDEN GETS 


1 WANT 
мү BABY, 
ростов! 





TWO YEARS WHAT ARE 
.) You SAYING? sroP 
JOKING WITH ME. T 
WANT MY BABYS 


BABY, MRS. GREYSO! 
IW TWO YEARS. 





TM NOT JOKING, MRS. GREYSON. WHEN YOU 
JOINED THIS COLONY, YOU S/GWED AN 
AGREEMENT THAT YOU WOULD AB/DE BY 
THE GOVERNMENTAL BOARD'S LAWS AND <> 
DECREES. AFTER CAREFUL DELIBERATION, WE 
HAVE DECIDED THAT,FOR THE BENEFIT OF ALL 
CONCERNED, ALL QH/L DREN WILL BE CARED 
FOR BY TRAINED SPECIALISTS FOR A 
PERIOD OF 7WO YEARS... Б 





I'M SORRY, MRS. GREYSON. 
THAT HAS BEEN FORBIDDEN. 
FOR THE EMOT/ONAL 
[STABILITY AND PSYCHO- 
LOGICAL HEALTH ок BOTH 
CHILD AND PARENT, WE 
WILL NOT PERMIT YOU TO 
SEE YOUR CHILD, NOR ИДИ 


THIS IS INSANE 
MY CHILD 15 MINES 
YOU CAN'T... CAN'T 
KIONAP HIM LIKE 
THIS f IT ISN'T 
RIGHT ^ ITISN'T 
FAIRS 


IT IS MUCH SETTER THIS way, 
MRS. GREYSON. MOST PARENTS 
ARE NOT COMPETENT ENOUGH TO 
GIVE AN INFANT A GOOD START 
BOTH MENTALLY AND PHYSICALLY. 
A TRAINED SPECIALIST /S THE 
CHILD WILL BE SPARED THE 
TENSIONS AND PSYCHOLOGICAL 
PROBLEMS НЕ HIMSELF BRINGS 

TO THE HOME. 


TALKING BY 
THEN... SOB... 

WALKING..AND 

HE WON'T EVEN 
KWOM ME. 









ELLEN REMEMBERED HOW. THE 
MONTHS DRAGGED BY,UNTIL FINALLY, 
ON HER SON'S SECOND BIRTHDAY, 
SHE'D GONE TO THE NEW COLONY 
NURSERY TO CLAIM HIM... 
IM SORRY, MRS. GREYSON: 
THE BOARD DECIDED 7WO 
WEEKS AGO TO EXTEND 

THE PERIOD OF 

OFFICIAL CARE, 


SHE REMEMBERED, IN LATER 
MONTHS, SPEAKING TO OTHER YOUNG 
MOTHERS WHO HAD HAD THEIR NEW 
OFFSPRING TAKEN FROM THEM.. . 
I SAY IT ISN'TY/ тв OUR 
RIGHT £ OUR / RESPONSIBILITY 
CHILDREN ARE Û TO BRING THEM 
UP... NOT THE 
GOVERNMENT'S. 


ELLEN REMEMBERED COMING HOME 
AND STANDING IN THE EMPTY SILENT 
NURSERY AND CRYIN 


ІТ WON'T BE 
BABY, DAVID... LONG, HONEY! 
soB..I WANT | TWO YEARS 
MY BABY. isn't LONG. 









AES 


ELLEN REMEMBERED, IN THE YEARS THAT FOLLOWED, 
SITTING BESIDE THE HIGH CONCRETE WALL THAT COM- 


ALL CHILDREN BORN ON THIS PLANET- МУ 
COLONY WILL BE PROFESS/ONALLY CARED ( BABYS 


FOR BY TRAINED PSYCHIATRISTS FOR THE 
FIRST SEVEN YEARS OF THEIR LIFE. 
COME BACK IN F/VE YEARS. 





PLETELY ENCLOSED THE COLONY NURSERY, SOBBING 
QUIETLY, AND LISTENING TO THE CHILDISH LAUGHTER 


AND SHE REMEMBERED, AT NIGHT, STANDING QUIETLY 
IN THE EMPTY NURSERY THAT HAD GATHERED THE DUST 
OF TIME... 

THEY KNOW WHAT'S R/GHT, HONEY f 

THERE'S A METHOD TO THIS MADNESS. 

WE'RE NOT PERFECT. WHY PASS ON é 


TO OUR CHILDREN IN THEIR FORMA- 
TIVE YEARS? MAYBE SOME 6000 
WILL COME OUT OF THIS AFTER ALL... 


A TRAINED PSYCHIATRIST, 
WORKING A L/M/TED SHIFT, 
REASONING OBJECTIVELY RATHER 
THAN SUBJECTIVELY, IS CER7A/NLY 
MORE COMPETENT TO TRAIN A 
GROWING CHILD THAN, SAY, A 


DAVID...ARE Ot 
SAYING THAT Z..2 


ELLEN REMEMBERED HOW NEW 


ADDITIONS WERE ADDED TO THE 
COLONY NURSERY AS MORE AND 
MORE INFANTS WERE BORN AND 
TAKEN FROM THEIR PARENTS. 


WHEN WE DO. WHO'S 
TO SAY WHICH WAY 


SIONAL 


PSYCHIATRIST Y pip you HEAR? 


ENTH YEAR, ELLEN REPORTED TO THE 
COLONY NURSERY... 

YOU'RE HERE FOR 

YOUR SON,EH, 


WHAT DID. MRS. GREYSON?. 


p WILL GIVE /T / THE B/RTH-RATE ) THEY EXPECT? 


4S FALLING WHO WOULD 
OFF WANT cHIL- 
DREN UNDER 

THIS SYSTEM? 


SHE REMEMBERED THE DOCTOR'S COLD FACE AS 
HE SHOOK HIS HEAD... 


SORRY, MRS. GREYSON, 
THERE'S BEEN ANOTHER 
EXTENSION. ALL CHILDREN, 


YOU... YOU 
NEVER INTEND 
TO GIVE ME MY 
CHILD BACK, 

DO YOU? 





Now, WOW, 
MRS. GREYSON! 


YOU'RE 87/М6/М6 THEM UP YOUR 
OWN WAY...TWISTING THEIR YOUNG, 
MINDS ...iNSTILLING UNDEMOCRATIC 








ELLEN REMEMBERED HOW THEY'D DRAGGED HER FROM 
THE COLONY NURSERY... 


COME BACK IN F/VE 
YEARS, MRS. GREYSON. 





AND SHE REMEMBERED HOW SHE'D BEGUN HER CAM- 


PAIGN... GOING FROM COLONY HOUSE TO COLONY HOUSE... 
LIARS! LIARS YOU HAVE A DAUGHTER IN THE `у WHY, YES, MRS. 


COLONY NURSERY, DON'T YOU, | GREYSON. COME 
yj MRS. LEWIS? 





-..SPREADING THE ANGER SHE FELT Му BOY IS GOING ON 
THROUGH THE COLONY... MOTHER MINE, MRS. GREEN. 
TO MOTHER...YEAR AFTER YEAR... 


WHEN HE WAS SEVEN, THIS MAD SCHEME, 
YOU'LL SEES І TRIED то CLA/M 


- MAKE THEM. 
^ Vi HIM. THEYD CHANGED a GIVE US BACK 
RU DNO IS BELIEVE) THE LAW! YOU'LL OUR CHILDRENS. 
ALMOST Uo 
SEVEN NEXT 
MONTH, I'M 
GOING TO CLA/M. 


ELLEN REMEMBERED THE MASS MEETING THAT THEY'D FINALLY 
HELD...ONLY LAST WEEK... 


FOR!? LET'S 60... 
I SAY LET'S FORCE THEM TO 
GIVE US BACK OUR BABIES 


THEN WHAT ARE WE MA/T/WG 






THE COLONY STREETS.. 


AND FACTORIES. . ТО JOIN THEM... 


COME, DAVID! 
WE'RE GETTING 


OUR 


THE DOCTOR HAD HELD UP HIS HANDS. 
THE CROWD HAD DROWNED HIM OUT... 


WE WON'T WAIT! 
WE WANT OUR 
CHILDREN. . . 


THIS PLANET IT DID STRANGE 
THINGS / CHANGED GEWES...CHRO- 
MOSOMES.. .AFFECTED EACH OF US 
SO THAT OUR GH/LOREW. WELL... 


IF YOU'RE SURE, SEE FOR YOURSELF... 


OPEN THE GATES! 





ELLEN REMEMBERED HOW THEY'D STORMED THROUGH 
.ANGRY MOTHERS WITH AN 
ANGRY MATERNAL MISSION... AND HOW THE MEN HAD. 
COME OFF THEIR JOBS... POURED FROM THEIR OFFICES 


2 


SON Back! 


THEY'D QUIETED. THEY'D HEARD 
DOCTOR GARDEN'S STRANGE 
QUERY AND THEY'D FALLEN SILENT... 
X WANT YOU ALL Z WHAT ARE YOU 
To ВЕ SURE YOU/ TALK/NG 
WANT YOUR ABOUT, DOC? 
CHILDRENS OF COURSE 
WE'RE SURE 
WE WANT OUR 


AND THEN, COMING TO THE COLONY NURSERY, AND SEE- 
ING DOCTOR GARDEN STANDING BEFORE THE STEEL 
DOORS, AND HEARING THEIR CHILDREN BEYOND...SQUEAL- 
ING, LAUGHING, PLAYING... 


OPEN THE GATES, 5 ! 
DOCTOR. WE WANT те 
QUR CHILDREN. | 2 Ü | 

= \ 


ELLEN REMEMBERED THE CHILL THAT SWEPT OVER HER AS THE 
GATES SWUNG OPEN AND THE CHILDREN WITHIN FELL SILENT AS THEY 


DO You WANT 
THEM МО MATTER| MEAN...NO 
WHAT? THINK / NMATTER WHATS) 
THINK HARD ^ NE a 
WAITED ALONG T/ME 
FOR THIS DAY! I WANT 
ТО BE CERTAIN! т 
WANT YOU To REALLY 
WANT THEM, NO 
MATTER WHATS 


SAW THEIR PARENTS’ FACES STARING AT THEM... 


WE'VE SHOWED 
THEM P/CTURESS 











Д 











THE MOMENTS OF AWFUL НЕЗІТАТІО! 
HAPPY TEARS AS THEIR MUTANT СІ 


MY BABY! MY BABY 


MOMMY, CAN 1 GET 
А DRINK OF 
WATER? 


IND THEN THE SQUEALS OF JOY, THE SOBBING OF HAPPY MOTHERS SHEDDING 
REN RAN ON MISSHAPEN LEGS TO THEM AND THREW MISSHAPEN ARMS 
ABOUT THEM AND KISSED THEM WITH MISSHAPEN LIP: 


STEWART, DARLINGS 

















DADDY! MOMMY ^ 


...AND WATCHED HER SON SLIDE OFF 
HIS BED AND SCRAMBLE ACROSS 
THE NURSERY FLOOR ON HIS 
TENTACLES... 





THE END 





PROLOGUE: THE SHIP WAS A SILVER GIANT. ITS SKIN 
WAS THE STRONGEST ALLOY MAN ON EARTH HAD YET 
DEVELOPED. ITS BRAIN WAS A THOUSAND DELICATE, 
PRECISION-MADE INSTRUMENTS. ITS HEART WAS AN 
ATOMIC ENGINE. WITHIN ITS PLASTIC-HOSED VEINS, 
LIFE-GIVING OXYGEN AND POWER- PRODUCING ELEC- 
TRICITY FLOWED. AND INSIDE ITS GAUGE-LINED 
STOMACH-CONTROL-ROOM, THE MEN LAY IN THEIR 
'SHOCK-COUCHES . . . 
STAND BY FOR TAKE- 

ОРЕ! 














THE GIANT WAS A NEW RECRUIT OF THE GALACTIC 
EXPLORATION PATROL. IT CROUCHED UPON THE CON- 
CRETE APRON OF ITS LAUNCHING SITE, HUMMING SOFTLY, 
WAITING FOR THE MEN WITHIN IT TO TOUCH STUDS AND 
TABS AND SLAP IT INTO LIFE SO THAT IT WOULD LEAP 
INTO SPACE 

а READYS ТАКЕ OFF IN 

TEN SECONDS...NINE 








Tue ALLOY MONSTER SHUDDERED IN ANTICIPATION, 
.TWO... ONE... .THE SECONDS TICKED OFF. 
THEN, WITH A MIGHTY ROAR OF ITS NEW-BORN 
ATOMIC ENGINES, THE GIANT LEAPED... INTO THE 
NIGHT SKY... INTO THE VAST INFINITY OF SPACE... 


BLUE PLANETS 
HERE WE COME! 


WHATEVER 
YOUR 

SECRET IS... 
WE'LL 











STORY: ACROSS THE ENDLESS GULF OF SPACE, ON 


THEIR BLUE PLANET-HOME, THE ALIENS WORKED FEVER- 


ISHLY WITHIN THEIR CAVERNOUS LABORATORIES. THE 
LIGHT FROM THEIR FADING SUN DRIFTED DOWN TO 
THEM THROUGH THEIR STRANGE BLUE PLANET'S 


Т OUR L/FE-SUSTAIN/ING \AND THERE IS NOTHING 
ATMOSPHERE 15 EVAPORATED J WE CAN DO ABOUT IT, 
FROM OUR PLANET AND WE 
ARE ALL DESTROYED. ^73 


оов BEST MINDS 

yf HAVE BEEN PUT TO 

4l WORK AND HAVE COME 
UP WITH NOTHING... 





` Á WILL SUDDENLY BEGIN TO 
77 GROW BR/GHTER AND 


DESTRUCTION DRAWS 
BRIGHTER... UNTIL IT 


ARER AND NEARER, N 
АМО YET WE S7/LL HAVE 


TF ONLY THERE WERE 1 
WAY TO LEAVE OUR 
PLANET.. TO FIND A 


ON THE SCREEN. 








AS THE AMAZING VEHICLE ENTERED THEIR STRANGE 
BLUE ATMOSPHERE... 


THE ALIENS OF THE BLUE PLANET WATCHED,ENCHANTED, 





ING WHAT OUR BEST SCIENTISTS 
COULD NOT MASTER... SPACE 


COMES TOWARD OUR 


PLANET! SEE... 5 








THEY WATCHED AS THE WONDEROUS CRAFT HISSED TO 
THEIR BLUE PLANET'S SOFT MUD SURFACE, BOILING 
AWAY THE ATMOSPHERE, SENDING UP GREAT BUBBLES 








QXARGX THERE 15 OUR SALVATION.. 
THIS CRAFT THAT CAN FLY 
THROUGH OUTER SPACE. \F WE 
COULD CAPTURE /7, WE COULD 
FIND OUT HOW IT OPERATES. 


AND SAVE ОЦ 


YOU ARE A/GHT, 
ТАРС! 


Y BUILD MORE, 
CIVILIZATIONS Ñ 








AND WHEN THE BUBBLES HAD RISEN (THE PROTRUSION \ (вит THERE | [MOTION THEM WW THEY SHAKE 
AND THE ATMOSPHERE HAD STILLED | IN THE CENTER ОҒ / 15 NO 474/05-| | TO COME OUT Д THEIR HEADS.THEY 
AND THE SHIP STOOD SILENTLY, THE 


SO THAT WE Д/ REFUSE. OBVIOUSLY 
BLUE PLANET ALIENS FLOATED 


THE CREATURES < 
WHAT WEIRD) | SREATHE THROUGH 
CREATURES. 
AND THEY HAVE 
No 6/445. 


(244Ғ67 ir THEY BUT HOW, CXARGX? THEY Y [ LEAVE THAT ТО МЕ, 
cannot £X/ST iN OUR | WOULD RISE UP AND А | лға” JUST ACT 
ATMOSPHERE, тнен | ESCAPE BEFORE МЕ 


FRIENDLY. GAIN TIONS WHILE THEY ARE ENGROSSED, 
WE CAN A/LZ THEM соло FORCE OPEN 


THEIR CONF/DENCE. A4 YOU CAN PROCEED WITH YOUR 
BY ALLOWING /T то THE DOOR 1 SEE IN ] 2 т 


PLAN, CXARGX! 





THE ALIEN NAMED ZLAFG FLOATED AND TWISTED AND — |SUDDENLY, AN EAR-SPLITTING ROAR VIBRATED THROUGH 
TURNED AND CAVORTED GAYLY IN THE LIQUID ATMOS- {THE BLUE PLANET'S ATMOSPHERE AS A VIOLENT EXPLO- 
PHERE OF THE BLUE PLANET. AND THE WEIRD FACES |510М BLASTED A HUGE OPENING IN THE HULL OF THE 
ІМ THE VEHICLE'S PORT CONTORTED IN AMUSI 


KEEP IT UP,ZLAFG.] 
1 АМ ALMOST 





THE ALIENS WATCHED AS THE LIQUID ATMOSPHERE 
POURED INTO THE SHIP...SPLASHING... ROARING... FILLING 





THE CONTROL ROOM 


SHIP. THEY FLOATED ABOUT IN THE 
ATMOSPHERE- FILLED CRAFT... 
EXAMINING IT... PROBING. 

THESE CREATURES 

CAME FROM A PLANET 

WHERE THE ATMOS- 

PHERE 15 D/FFER- 

ENT THAN OURS. 

GASEOUS, PERHAPS, 

INSTEAD OF £/QU/D. 


| HERE ARE MAPS, ZLAFG! AND 
HERE 15 А MAP OF THE CREA~ 


WALLOWING UP THE CREATURES WITHIN... MAKING 
НЕМ STRUGGLE..WRITHE ABOUT...GASP...GULP... UNTIL. 
THEIR EYES BULGED AND THEIR FACES TURNED BLUE 








AND THEY SANK SLOWLY TO THE DECK PLATES 


Ж, ar PICKED UP THE LOG OF THE 
STRANGE CRAFT... EXAMINING THE 
SCRAWLED CHARACTERS INSCRIBED 
UPON ITS LEAVES THAT EVEN NOW 
BLED AND GREW DIM... 

CAN YOU IT IS A SIMPLE 
TRANSLATE LANGUAGE, 
f CZARGX/ HERE! 
IT SAYS THAT. 
"THE BLUE 
PLANET 15 
COVERED WITH 


SN 


WATER, ZLAFG? 
WHAT 15 
ON. IT SAYS.."IT 
15 ONE 8/6 OCEAN") 
WHAT IS AN OCEAN, 


Геза 





THEN, IF OUR ATMOSPHERE 15 
THE SAME AS THE “OCEANS” 
ON THESE CREATURES" PLANET, 
WE COULD SURVIVE IN THEM, WE 
COULD SAVE OUR C/V/LIZATION. _/ OURSELVES EXTEND | 


AND THE BLUE 
AREAS ARE LABELED 


WORD. "OCEAN" 





WE couLD 60 
THERE, AND 

AFTER WE'VE 

ESTABLISHED 


THE "OCEAWS"OVER 
THESE GREEN AREAS) 
AND EVENTUALLY 
CONTROL THE WHOLE 
PLANET. 


CzaRex LOOKED AROUND... 


THEN...WE WILL Y COME. THERE 
DESTROY THEM, JIS MUCH WORK, 


IN THE DAYS THAT FOLLOWED, AS THE BLUE PLANETS |1 
SUN FADED, THE ALIENS WORKED UPON THEIR CAP- JF 
TURED GRAFT...REPAIRING IT...STUDYING IT...MASTER- 








SUNS IT GROWS 
BRIGHTER! 


To BE Done. n 


TIME LEFT. 

HURRY. NOTIFY 
THE CHOSEN OWES. 
WE MUST ГАКЕ OFF 


DERED...BELCHING STEAM...BURNING AWAY THE BLUE 
ATMOSPHERE FROM AROUND ITS ROCKET TUBES...LIFT~ 


ING FROM THE MUI 


oa 





THE SHIP ROARED UPWARD,OUT OF THE BLUE 
PLANET'S BLANKET OF WATER, OUT INTO SPACI 


THERE WILL BE WO 
CHANCE TO RETURN 


THE SHIP HURTLED ACROSS THE VAST 
INKY GULF OF SPACE... 


WE WILL REVERT TO] THE £66- 

THE PRIMITIVE 

METHOD OF IN TWELVE 

REPRODUCTII GYGLE S, THERE 

que WILL BE MILLIONS 
or и5/ 


. ACROSS THE INFINITE VACUUM 


V Loox’ our Wl 


DESTINATIONS, 


Pit WILL BE Ñ 
US... AGAINST Ж 


FUL AGAINST. 


„А GREEN AND 


RE... UNSUSPECTING ... 
UNAWARE... 


ИД P тне LARGE 
M | BLUE AREA... 


AND AS THEIR CAPTURED CRAFT SETTLED TO THE 
OCEAN BOTTOM, THEY MADE READY... 








~~ 
EP/LOGUE: THE OFFICE OF THE GALACTIC EXPLORA- 
TION PATROL HUMMED WITH FRANTIC ACTIVITY. MEN 


MAP OF THE ATLANTIC OCEAN... 


THEY WENT DOWN..RIGHT... 
HERES THE CRAZY 
FOOLS! IT'S THE 
DEEPEST PART... 





WE'LL WEVER 


THEY'LL D/E 
fg), DOWN THERES 





THE sciENTISTS AND GOVERNMENT OFFICIALS STARED 
DOWN AT THE WHITE-BELLIED, BLOATED, FISH — LIKE 
FORMS FLOATING DEAD NEARBY 











ATTEMPTS TO RAISE THE SUNKEN GALACTIC PATROL. 
ROCKET- SHIP FAILED, FINALLY, THE SALVAGE OPERATION 
WAS GIVEN UP... 

WHAT OXYGEN THEY MIGHT 
HAVE HAD IS SURELY GONE 


GIVING UP, 
CAPTAIN? 


SHOUTED INTO MICROPHONES. OTHERS STUDIED A HUGE} p—somETHING MUST HAVE 


THERE АНЕ MANY SPECIES OF 


ATOMIC-POWERED NAVAL CRAFT RUSHED TO THE 
CRASH SITE... 





THIS 15 
THE SPOT, 
sin 


LOOKS 
GONE WRONG 7 EVEN IF 


THEY HAD TO CRASH- 
LAND, WHY PICK AN 
OCEAN? 


THE PROFESSOR, AN EXPERT IN OCEANOGRAPHY CALLED 
IN FOR THE EMERGENCY, SHRUGGED... 





SURE, PROFESSOR. Y 
LOWER A BOAT, 
MEN! 


DEEP SEA CREATURES NEVER 

BEFORE SEEN BY MAW, CAPTAIN. 

IF YOU DON'T MIND, го L/AE 
ONE..AS А SPEC/MEN. 








\ STRANGE ABOUT 
THEY'RE СОМЕ FOR GOOD! | THAT, CAPTAIN! ГМ 


it's МО USE,PROFESSOR. 


BUT AT LEAST YOU GOT 


PUZZLED І DID SOME 
YOUR SPECIMENS 


DISSECTING WHILE L WAS 
MOUNTING THE CREATURE. 
ро You KNOW IT WAS А I 
FRESH WATER FISH? 4 


His neighbors considered Dr. Hugo Clavier а 
mild sort of madman: his colleagues in the 
local scientific society were more reserved 
about it, Their cautious appraisal contained 
such terms as odd and eccentric . . . though 
Prof. Bakewell, the most outspoken of the 
local scholars, went so far toward agreement 
with the bewildered neighbors as to categori- 
cally declare that Clavier had slipped his trol- 
ley and flipped bis lid! 


These conclusions had been arrived at dur- 
ing relatively peaceful times, before the good 
doctor launched his most revolutionary series 
of experiments . . . the one involving the 
world's most talented tree. The neighbors, 

| with an occasional shake of the head and un- 
easy grin, had weathered storms attendant 
upon Clavier's search for dehydrated water 
pills, passenger cars propelled by huge rubber 
bands and an indelible ink concocted from 
barley water and grape juice. But this last ex- 
periment . . . the tree that grew money . 

[иеше hah When he о 
| his intention to perfect such an amazing manu- 
factory, there was a unanimity of opinion that 
transcended lines of scholarship. Everyone . . . 


Clavier as being incomparably "nuttier than a 
fruit cake!” 


But these earth-bound folk failed to reckon 
with the soaring imagination of the strange 
man toiling in their midst. Night after night 
|... when his mundane chores at the regional 
knockwurst factory were ended . . . Clavier re- 
paired to his backyard, where incessant tests 
were carried on under the glare of a flashlight! 


In the eleventh month, after he had success- 


fully grafted a special cellulose fibre onto the 
roots of a green phlebus tree . . . then injected 
a secret fluid into the bark . . . the doctor felt 
he was completely vindicated. For the first 
leaves of the tree were unquestionably green 
rectangular, paper-like and resembled bank- 
notes! Did the doctor kick his heels in joy? 
Not Dr. Clavier! What he wanted was a tree 
capable of growing money regularly . . . not 
just a one-time freak! 


In the twenty-second month, his neighbors 
and colleagues were startled to hear raucous 
shouts of elation emanating from the doctor's 
house. The piercing screams and maniacal 
laughter were so unearthly that a crowd soon 
collected outside the backyard, anxious to see 
what was transpiring. The sight brought forth 
gasps of wonderment: there on a ladder teet- 
ered the doctor, his hands busily plucking 
strange leaves from a grotesque tree. One look 
was enough to convince the viewers that Cla- 
vier was, indeed, picking bi//s from the slim 
branches! 


Then, suddenly, as the hushed crowd watch- 
ed, Clavier paused and looked curiously at 
one of the bills in his hand. Uttering a cry of 
dismay, the doctor spun and dropped precipi- 
tously to the ground, skull-first! 


By the time the bewildered audience reach- 
ed the doctor's side, Clavier was already dead. 
The cause, it was agreed, was shock com- 
plicated by a fractured skull. The reason, the 
assemblage learned from the first man to pick 
up and peruse one of the banknotes, was sim- 
ple: the doctor had actually created a tree that 
grew money . . . but he had died as a result of 
learning that the banknotes were nothing but 
worthless confederate currency! 





"Урие MACHINE 





IN THE YEAR А.р. 400, THE EMPEROR YUAN HELD HIS THRONE BY THE GREAT WALL OF CHINA, AND THE LAND WAS 
GREEN WITH RAIN, READYING ITSELF TOWARD THE HARVEST, AT PEACE, THE PEOPLE IN HIS DOMINATION NEITHER 

TOO HAPPY NOR TOO SAD. EARLY ON THE MORNING OF THE FIRST DAY OF THE FIRST WEEK OF THE SECOND MONTH ОҒ 
THE NEW YEAR, THE EMPEROR YUAN WAS SIPPING TEA AND FANNING HIMSELF AGAINST A WARM BREEZE WHEN A 
SERVANT RAN ACROSS THE SCARLET AND BLUE GARDEN TILES,CALUNG... —.— — —. — 


оң EMPEROR, EMPEROI E( YES, THE AIR /$ SWEET THIS MORNING. 
А MIRACLES 





е E 
ADAPTED 
RAY BRADBURY 


J LET ME GUESS, THEN. | 
BOWING QUICKLY. ER... THE SUM HAS 





EXCELLENCY, А `É 
MAN is FLYING Ж 





DAY 15 UPON US. OR 
4 MOUTH. SURELY THE SEA 15 BLUE. 
ГА» 15 A MIRACLE. THAT, NOW,IS THE 


FINEST OF ALL 
MIRACLES. 
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I SAW HIM IN THE A/F, 
A ШАМ FLYING WITH 
WINGS. X HEARD A 
VOICE CALL OUT OF THE 
SKY, AND WHEN I LOOKED 
UP, THERE HE WAS, А 


WITH А MAW IN ITS MOUTH, 
A DRAGON OF PAPER AND 
BAMBOO, COLORED LIKE. 
THE SUM AND THE GRASS. 





[r ıs EARLY, 


SIT DOWN WITH 
ME HERE.DRINK 
SOME TEA, IT 
MUST ВЕ A 
STRANGE 
THING, IF IT IS 

TRUE, ТО SEEA 
MAN FLY, You 
MUST НАМЕ TIME 
то THINK OF ІТ, EVEN 
AS T MUST HAVE TIME 
то PREPARE MY- 
SELF FOR THE S/GHT. 


HEY WALKED INTO A GARDEN, ACROSS A MEADOW 
OF GRASS, OVER A SMALL BRIDGE,THROUGH A 
GROVE OF TREES, AND UP A TINY HILL. . . 





THERES 


THE EMPEROR YUAN DID NOT MOVE. INSTEAD HE LOOKED AT THE 
GREAT WALL OF CHINA NOW TAKING SHAPE OUT OF THE FARTHEST 
MIST IN THE GREEN HILLS, THAT WONDERFUL WALL WHICH HAD 
PROTECTED THEM FOR A TIMELESS TIME FROM ENEMY HORDES 
AND PRESERVED PEACE FOR YEARS WITHOUT NUMBER... 


ANCIENT DRAGONS. 








THEY DRANK TEA. THE EMPEROR 
ROSE THOUGHTFULLY AS THE SER- 
VANT PLEADED... 


МОЮ YOU May 
SHOW ME WHAT 
YOU HAVE SEEN. 


HIM LAUGH, WAS A MAN; AND THE MAN WAS CLOTHED IN BRIGHT 
PAPERS AND REEDS TO MAKE WINGS AND A BEAUTIFUL YELLOW 
TAIL, AND HE WAS SOARING ALL ABOUT LIKE THE LARGEST BIRD 
IN A UNIVERSE OF BIRDS, LIKE А NEW DRAGON IN A LAND OF 











TELL ME, HAS ANYONE ЕД S£” 
SEEN THIS FLYING MAN? 





I AM THE ONLY 
ONE EXCELLENCY. 


DOWN, COME 
DOWN! THE 
















THE EMPEROR GLANCED IN ALL DIRECTIONS WHILE | THE FLYING MAN ALIT WITH А RUSTLE OF PAPER AND А 
THE FLYING МАМ SOARED DOWN THE MORNING WIND. | CREAK OF BAMBOO REEDS. HE CAME PROUDLY TO THE 
НЕ SAW A FARMER, EARLY IN HIS FIELDS,WATCHING | EMPEROR, CLUMSY IN HIS RIG, AT LAST BOWING BEFORE 
THE SKY, AND HE NOTED WHERE THE FARMER THE OLD MAN... 














YOU HAVE TOLD ME WOTH/NG 
PE 


THE EMPEROR REACHED OUT A THIN HAND TO TOUCH THE 
PRETTY PAPER AND THE BIRDLIKE KEEL OF THE APPARATUS, 
ІТ SMELLED COOL, OF THE WIND... 





WHO ELSE KNOWS | 
OF THIS? 
























I WAS MAKING A А/7Е. X ROSE IN THE NIGHT 
AND WALKED TO THE CLIFFS FAR AWAY. AND 


SUN ROSE, I GATHERED MY COURAGE, 
EXCELLENCY, AND LEAPED. I FLEWS 
BUT му М/ҒЕ DOES NOT KNOW OF IT. 









HEY WALKED BACK TO THE GREAT HOUSE. THE SUN 
WAS FULL IN THE SKY NOW, AND THE SMELL OF THE 
GRASS WAS REFRESHING. THE EMPEROR, THE SERVANT, 
AND THE FLIER PAUSED WITHIN THE HUGE GARDEN, 
THE EMPEROR CLAPPED HIS HANDS ,, 


АХ НО, GUARDS!) 
4 
4 қ? 
ayy f^ 

















|THE FLIER BEGAN TO WEEP,SO THAT 
THE BEAUTIFUL PAPER APPARATUS 


RUSTLED... 









THE EXECUTIONER CAME RUNNING WITH A SILVER AX. 
HE STOOD WITH HIS NAKED, LARGE-MUSCLED ARMS. 
READY, HIS FACE COVERED WITH A SERENE WHITE 











HERE \S А MAN WHO HAS MADE A 
CERTAIN MACH/WE, AND YET HE 
ASKS US WHAT HE HAS CREATED. 

НЕ DOES WOT KNOW HIMSELF 
IT IS ONLY NECESSARY THAT HE 

CREATE, WITHOUT KNOWING 
WHY HE HAS DONE SO, OR WHAT, 

THIS THING WILL 20. 











THE EMPEROR TURNED TO A NEARBY TABLE UPON WHICH 
SAT A MACHINE THAT HE HIMSELF HAD CREATED. HE 
TOOK A TINY GOLDEN KEY FROM AROUND HIS OWN NECK. 
HE FITTED THIS KEY TO THE TINY, DELICATE MACHINE AND 
WOUND IT UP... 


THEN HE SET THE MACHINE GOING... 





THE MACHINE WAS A GARDEN OF METAL AND JEWELS, SET IN 
MOTION, BIRDS SANG IN TINY METAL TREES, WOLVES WALKED 

THROUGH MINIATURE FORESTS, AND TINY PEOPLE RAN IN AND OUT 
OF SUN AND SHADOW, FANNING THEMSELVES WITH MINIATURE FANS, 
LISTENING TO THE TINY EMERALD BIRDS, AND STANDING BY IMPOS- 
SIBLY SMALL BUT TINKLING FOUNTAINS.. 





1s /T NOT BEAUTIFUL? IF YOU ASKED ME 
WHAT Z HAVE DONE HERE, I COULD 
ANSWER YOU WELL. X. HAVE MADE 
BIRDS SING, Т. HAVE MADE FORESTS 
MURMUR, I HAVE SET PEOPLE TO WALKING 








THE FLIER,ON HIS KNEES, THE TEARS POURING DOWN HIS FACE, PLEADED. 





[aur T HAVE DONE А S/M/LAR THING! I HAVE FOUND BEAUTY. I^ 
HAVE FLOWN ON THE MORNING WIND, X HAVE LOOKED DOWN ON 
ALL THE SLEEPING HOUSES AND GARDENS. I HAVE SMELLED THE SEA 
AND EVEN SEEN ІТ, BEYOND THE HILLS,FROM MY HIGH PLACE. AND 
X HAVE SOARED LIKE А BIRD. OH, I CANNOT SAY HOW BEAUTIFUL IT 





IS UP THERE, IN THE SKY, WI TH THE WIND ABOUT ME, BLOWING ME LIKE 
A FEATHER. 7У47 IS BEAUTIFUL, ENPEROR, THAT 15 BEAUTIFUL, 
700: 


IN THIS WOODLAND, ENJOYING THE LEAVES 
AND SHADOWS AND SONGS. 7/47 IS WHAT, 


Г HAVE DONE. 





YES. I KNOW IT MUST BE TRUE. FOR 
I FELT MY HEART MOVE WITH YOU IN 
THE AIR AND I WONDERED: WHAT IS IT 
L/KE? HOW DOES IT FEEL? ном DO 
THE DISTANT POOLS LOOK FROM SO 
HIGH? AND HOW MY HOUSES AND 
SERVANTS? LIKE ANTS? AND HOW 
THE DISTANT TOWNS,NOT YET AWAKE ? 











BUT THERE ARE 
TIMES WHEN ONE 
MUST LOSE А LITTLE 
BEAUTY IF ONE ISTO 
KEEP WHAT LITTLE 


BEAUTY ONE ALREADY 
HAS. T DO NOT FEAR 
YOU, YOURSELF, вит 
I FEAR ANOTHER 


SOME OTHER MAN WHO, 
SEEING YOU, WILL BUILD 
A THING OF BRIGHT 
PAPERS AND BAMBOO 

LIKE THIS. BUT THE 
OTHER MAN WILL HAVE 
AN EV/L FACE AND AN 
EVIL HEART, AND THE 
BEAUTY WILL BE GONE. 
IT IS TH/S МАН т FEARS 


МНО 15 TO SAY THAT 
SOMEDAY JUST SUCH A 
MAN, IN JUST SUCH AN 
APPARATUS, MIGHT NOT 
FLY IN THE SKY AND 
DROP HUGE STONES 


OF CHINA? 





Мо ONE MOVED OR SAID A WORD 





SILVER AX... 











HE EXECUTIONER WHIRLED HIS 





[THE EMPEROR TURNED TO HIS SERVANT WHO HAD SEEN 
THE MAN FLYING. 








A MOST SORROWFUL AND BEAUTIFUL 
DREAM. АМО THAT FARMER IN THE 
DISTANT FIELD WHO AZ.SO SAW, TELL HIM 
IT WOULD PAY HIM TO CONS/DER IT ONLY 





BURN THE KITE AND THE INVENTOR'S 
BODY AND BURY THEIR ASHES 
TOGETHER... 


ЕУ 


‘THE GUARDS RETREATED TO OBEY... 





THE OLD MAN SAW, BEYOND THE GARDEN WALL, THE 
GUARDS BURNING THE BEAUTIFUL MACHINE OF PAPER 
AND REEDS THAT SMELLED OF MORNING WIND, HE SAW 
THE DARK SMOKE CLIMB INTO THE SKY... 


Се WOT MERCIFUL. NO, ONLY 


VERY MUCH BEWILDERED. 
^ AND AFRAID. 


A VISION. IF EVER THE WORD PASSES 
AROUND, YOU AND THE FARMER DIE. 
WITHIN THE HOUR. 





HE TOOK THE KEY FROM ITS CHAIN ABOUT HIS NECK AND ONCE MORE WOUND 
UP THE BEAUTIFUL MINATURE GARDEN. THE TINY GARDEN WHIRRED ITS HID- 
DEN AND DELICATE MACHINERY AND SET ITSELF INTO MOTION; TINY PEOPLE 
WALKED IN FORESTS, TINY FOXES LOPED THROUGH SUN-SPECKLED GLADES , 
AND AMONG THE TINY TREES FLEW LITTLE BITS OF HIGH SONG AND BRIGHT 
BLUE AND YELLOW COLOR, FLYING, FLYING, FLYING IN THAT SMALL SKY. 
AND THE EMPEROR SAID, CLOSING HIS EYES... << 

он, LOOK AT THE B/RDS, 


LOOK AT THE BIRDS. 


HE SAW THE GUARDS DIGGING A 
TINY PIT WHEREIN TO BURY THE 
ASHES... 
WHAT IS THE LIFE OF ONE MAN 
AGAINST A M/LL/ON OTHERS? 
1 MUST TAKE SOLACE FROM 
THAT THOUGHT. 








‘THE SHAGGY-HAIRED SAVAGE CHIEF STOOD BESIDE THE DYING | [FOR A MOMENT, THE SAVAGES STOOD IN SILENT 
FIRE, SHIVERING IN THE CHILL NIGHT BREEZE THAT SWEPT TERRORIZED AWE AND WONDERMENT, STARING AT 
ACROSS THE CLEARING FROM THE DENSE OVERGROWTH THE RED NEEDLE OF FLAME PLUMMETING TOWARD 
BEYOND, HE LISTENED, FOR A MOMENT, TO THE HEAVY BREATH- THEM. THEN, WITH GRUNTS OF FEAR AND ANGER, 
ING THAT DRIFTED FROM THE CRUDE CAVE-SHELTERS DUG THEY SCURRIED ABOUT, SNATCHING UP THEIR 
INTO THE RUBBLE PILES WHEREIN HIS TRIBAL SUBJECTS 
SLEPT FITFULLY. AND THEN HE STARED INTO THE STAR- 
STUDDED NIGHT SKY OVERHEAD AND A LOOK OF FEAR 
CROSSED HIS HAIRY FACE AND A CRY OF DISMAY ESCAPED 
FROM HIS QUIVERING LIPS. THE OTHERS, AWAKENED FROM 
THEIR SLUMBER BY HIS ANGUISHED SHOUT, POURED FROM 
THEIR CAVES AND GATHERED ABOUT HIM,FRIGHTENED AS 
HE POINTED A NERVOUS HAND AT THE TINY FINGER OF 
FLAME SHOOTING ACROSS THE HEAVENS... 


у DF d ү 
y. са 


























Ано AS THE SAVAGE CHIEF STOOD DEFIANTLY, WAIT- 
ING FOR THE HEAVENLY FIRE TO SWOOP DOWNWARD 
AND DESTROY HIM AND HIS WHIMPERING SUBJECTS, 
HIS THOUGHTS DRIFTED BACK TO HIS CHILDHOOD... 
AND TO HS FATHER WHO HAD BEEN THE TRIBAL 
CHIEF BEFORE HIM... AND TO HIS FATHER'S GRAVE. 
WARNING... 


VENTURE NOT ACROSS THE Y K WILL 
RUSHING RIVER TO THE < REMEMBER, 
RUINS, MY SON! ONLY DEATH), FATHER. 

М AWA/TS YOU THERE / 
REMEMBER... 





НЕ SAVAGE CHIEF LOOKED SKY- AND PUSHING THE HOLLOWED :.AND WATCHING THE RUINS LOOM 
WARD, SHIVERING, REMEMBERING HOW| |LOG INTO THE RUSHING RIVER, UP LIKE GREY MONSTERS CROUCH- 
HE'D DISREGARDED HIS FATHER'S STRIKING OUT FOR THE OPPOSITE | инв AMONG THE VINE GROWTHS AS 


WARNING. HE REMEMBERED, ONE 
DAY, FASHIONING A BOAT... BY HOL- 
LOWING OUT А FALLEN TREE 


НЕ REMEMBERED HOW HIS YOUNG HEART HAD 
POUNDED IN HIS CHEST AS HE'D STEPPED FROM HIS 
CRUDE BOAT INTO THE AWFUL SILENCE THAT HUNG 


.-АМО THE WHITENED PICKED- CLEAN BONES HE'D 
FOUND, AND THE GRINNING SKULLS HE'D SHRUNK 
FROM AS HE'D PROBED ABOUT... 


HE NEARED 3 e DER 


Ано НЕ REMEMBERED HOW HE'D WAITED FOR THE DEATH 
THAT HIS FATHER HAD WARNED HIM OF TO COME AND STRIKE 
HIM DOWN, AND HOW HIS FEARS HAD SLOWLY VANISHED AND 
HIS BOYHOOD CURIOSITY HAD URGED HIM ONWARD... INTO THE! 
VINY OVERGROWTH... URGED HIM TO EXPLORE THE MYSTERI- 
005 RUINS... 7 тала e: 


...HOW HE'D TRAVELED EASTWARD, INTO THE RISING SUN, 


THROUGH THE ROWS AND ROWS OF SHELL-LIKE GUTTED 
RUINS, UNTIL HE'D REACHED ANOTHER AND MORE PLACID 





HE REMEMBERED, TOWARDS SUNSET, FINALLY REMEMBERED HOW HIS FATHER HAD SCREAMED АТН! 
RECROSSING THE RIVER BACK TO HIS TRIBAL CAMP АТ) УИ 0727 D/E. үт 1S /WEVITABLE. У FATHER, IT IS А 


THE FOOT OF THE TOWERING CLIFFS,AND SEEING 
Н YOU WILL SEE. MANY YEARS AGO PLACE. 
HIS FATHER WAITING WITH FOLDED ARMS AND FIERY MY FA Por Ç UE РА СЕ GAME 


EYES ON THE SHORE. . ga The N) FATHER. . .CROSSED THE RUSHING ) ABOUNDS, AND 
I HAVE CROSSED THE RIVER. AND WHEN AE RETURNED, THERE ARE 
RIVER, FATHER. I HAVE HE DIED SOON AFTER... ROCK PILES 


EXPLORED THe MYSTERIOUS: INTO WHICH WE 
RUINS. AND YET, т STILL 
LIVE, 


MAY DIG CAVES... 





















МО” THE RUINS АВЕ 
DEATHS SIT DOWN, 
MY SON! IT IS 7/ME 
you LEARNED THE 
TRIBAL LEGEND 

THAT HAS PASSED 
ON FROM CHIEF TO 
CHIEF THROUGH THE 
GENERATIONS... 






IN AN EV/L GREEN 
APPEARED UPON HIS А LIGHT. BUT THE 
BODY... UGLY SORES LIGHT FADED AND 
THAT FESTERED AND MY FATHER THOUGHT 
OOZED. AND THEN IT SAFE... 
WITHIN A MONTH, 2 т AND THE SO/L 
HE WAS DEAD. | 15 FALLOW.. 















Е REMEMBERED HOW А TERRIBLE LIGHT НАО A GREAT FIRE, THAT SCREAMED “7 BUT THE F/RE 
COME INTO HIS FATHER'S EYES... DOWNWARD FROM THE HEAVENS 15 GONE, 
MANY EONS OUR TRIBE... 3 AND CONSUMED EVERYTHING IN ONE FATHER. THAT 
AND MANY OTHER 01000 таве HUGE ROARING INFERNO. ONLY А WAS EONS AGO. 
THERE... ACROSS THE RUSHING RIVER... HANDFUL ESCAPED ACROSS THE THE GREEN 


IN THOSE RUINS, BUT THEN, ONE DAY, of RUSHING RIVER... GLOW 15 GONE. 
WE CAN GO 


EVERYTHING... 27] г BACK NOW. 
= 


HE REMEMBERED HIS FATHI 


I SAY WO/ I SAY WE 
‘STAY HERE. WHEN T 
AM DEAD,AND YOU. 
ARE CHIEF, YOU 
CAN LEAD THEM TO 


00 WOT TAKE THE TRIBE 7 
ACROSS THE A/VER, SON. 
THE SCREAMING FIRI 


DID NOT Z/£, 
FATHER, AND 


NZ WENT 


HE REMEMBERED HOW, AFTER THE BURIAL OF 
HIS РАТН! ЕО GIVEN THE ORDERS... 
CHOP DOWN TREES HOLLOW 
OUT THE TRUNKS. WE ARE GOING TO 
CROSS THE RUSHING RIVER. WE 
| ARE GOING TO Z/V£ IN THE RUINS. 


THE TRIBAL CHIEF SHUD — 


DERED. THE GREAT FLAME IN BESIDE HIS DYING FATHEI 
THE SKY WAS VERY BRIGHT V 


NOW, AND HE COULD EVEN 
HEAR THE SCREAM/NG... 


HE REMEMBERED HOW H 


PERHAPS BECAUSE YOU ME... тү AND Т AM 
WERE WOT CHIEF... / YNTRIBAL CHIEF. 
PERHAPS...OWLY...GASP... ж % 
THE CHIEF...GASP... 
' r 4 


L 


AND HE REMEMBERED HOW THE TRIBE HAD MIGRATED FROM 
[THE CLIFF BASE CAMP, ACROSS THE RUSHING RIVER, TO THE 


LIVED HERE. WE WILL CALL THIS 
PLACE WHAT THEY CALLED IT. 





HE SCREAMING BECAME А ROAR AND THE FLAME | | AND THE MONSTER CAME DOWN AND THE FLAME FADED 
GREW BRIGHTER, AND SUDDENLY THE CHIEF COULD AND THE ROARING STOPPED... 
SEE THE SILVER MONSTER THAT WAS SPITTING THE ш. г ` ти ex: 
FLAME. AND HE FELL UPON HIS KNEES... AND HIS 
TRIBAL SUBJECTS FELL UPON THEIR KNEES... 
2 














AND THEN THE CREATURES CAME | ..THE CREATURES IN THEIR WEIRD ..CLEAN SHAVEN CREATURES WITH 
FROM WITHIN THE SILVER MON- SUITS AND THEIR TRANSPARENT STRANGE MACHINES THAT BARKED 
STERS BELLY, CLIMBING DOWN ITS | HELMETS... WORDS IN THE TRIBES OWN LAN— 
p LOWER THE AUTOMATIC `ç cen 

EASY, Boys! Y THEY'RE TRANSLATOR. ІР THESE WE COME IN PEACE, 

THEY LOOK SCARED STIFF | | SAVAGES CONVERSE DO NOT BE 4FA4/D.^ 

PRETTY OF US. DON'T ORALLY, WE CAN { | WHO 15 YOUR LEADER? 

SPEAK wITH f 


Ew 


WE COME FROM ANOTHER 
WORLD, WE COME TO HELP 





ONE OF THE CLEAN-SHAVEN CREATURES SCUR-| 
RIED UP THE SHIP'S SIDE AS THE ONE CALLED 
'APTAIN^ CONTINUE! 


‘THE ONE THAT HAD LEFT RETURNED, CARRYING AN ARMFUL 

















YES! BUYS I GIVE YOU THESE TRADES YES...YES... 
THINGS... YOU GIVE ME THIS LAND. WE'LL TRADE. 
WE TRADE. YOU GET TH/S... 

I GET LAND... 


... AND SNATCHED THE THINGS FROM HE TRIBE SCURRIED DOWN TO THE 
THE CREATURE'S HANDS... SHORE AND PUSHED THE HOLLOWED- 


THEN IT'S Y IT 2) WAJT/ NO | |ТВЕЕ BOATS OUT INTO RUSHING 
A DEAL? / AS YOU CALL | LEAVE. WE HAVE HURRYS RIVER... 


TRADED THE YOU CAN STAY ти.‏ سے 
RUINS FOR ү WE GET BACK. МЕ‏ 
THESE. HAVE To RETURN‏ 
TO OUR WORLD FOR‏ 


THE CHIEF'S VOICE DRIFTED ACROSS THE RUSHING 
RIVER AS THE TRIBAL FLEET HEADED FOR THE Y YEP DEFINITE 
OPROSITESCEIGEEDRSHOR ⁄—— —NuÀ |SC/ENTISTS BACK HOME. “ RADIO-ACTIVITY.. 


WHAT DID 5 HEAR THAT GE/GEP -COUWTER?. 
НЕ SAY? THE WAME OF 
2 THE PLACE... 








НЕ CAPTAIN NODDED OUT THE 
PORT AT THE SPECKS FADING THINK WE'LL 20 WESTWARD, 
ACROSS THE ING RIVER. WITH THEM WHEN QI GUESS..PUT 
THEY'RE WHAT'S LEFT.) | МЕ START COLO- 
DESCENDEWTS ОЕ THE MIZING ? 
SURVIVORS ... JUST 







ТІНЕ SPACEMEN CLIMBED INTO THEIR 
SHIP... —— 








MUST HAVE 
BEEN SOME 








THE CAPTAIN SMILED AS HE SAT DOWN AT THE 
CONTROLS... 





HE SHIP LEAPED INTO THE NIGHT, HEADED FOR HOME, 
HEADED FOR THE DISTANT PLANET OF THE DISTANT SOLAR 
SYSTEM OF THE DISTANT STAR FROM WHENCE IT HAD 
COME... == та 

WHAT DID THE CHIEF 
SAY WAS THE WAME 
OF THAT PLACE WE 
BOUGHT, CAPTAIN? 

























HUNK OF LAND THAT SIZE FOR 
A HANDFUL OF BEADS AND 
SOME OLD BLANKETS... 





LATER, WE'LL JUST ФАИС" 
THEM OFF THE LAND... EVEN 





А 4 
(и YE —/ | 
ТӘУ АУ 


I THINK HE SAID HIS ANCESTORS, BEFORE 
THE SCREAMING FIRE...WHATEVER THAT 
MEANS...CALLED IT MANHATTAN /SLAND... 


a 
= P 





